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TO THE STUDENTS

Karachi. I regret to observe that the caution has been
to the winds. The deed itself is being worshipped as if it was
worthy of emulation. The result is goondaism and degradation
wherever this mad worship is being performed.
The Congress is a power in the land, but I warn Congress-
men that it will soon lose all its charm if they betray their trust
and encourage the Bhagatsingh cult whether in thought, word,
or deed. If the majority do not believe in the Congress policy of
non-violence and truth, let them have the first article altered,
Let us understand the distinction between policy and creed. A
policy may be changed, a creed cannot. But either is as good as
the other whilst it is held. Those therefore who hold non-vicv-
lence only as a policy may not, without exposing themselves
to the charge of dishonourable conduct, use the Congress men^
bership as a cover for violence. I cannot get rid of the convict
tion, that the greatest obstacle to our progress towards Swaraj
is our want of faith in our policy. Let this fortunate failure .of
attempted assassination open our eyes.
"But look at the Governor's black record. Does not the
doer himself say he shot because of the Sholapur deeds, because
he superseded an Indian and became Acting Governor ? " some
hasty youths or even grown up people will argue. My answer is:
We knew all this when in 1920 we settled the Congress policy
of non-violence and truth. There were, within our knowledge
at the time, deeds much blacker than his worst enemies have
imputed to Sir Ernest Hotson. The Congress deliberately and
after full debate came to the conclusion in 1920, that the answer
to the vile and violent deeds of the Government was not greater
violence on our part, but that it was profitable for us to answer
violence with non-violence and vileness with truth. The
Congress saw further, that the worst administrators were not
bad inherently, but that they were a fruit of the system cf
which they were willing or unwilling victims. We saw too that
the system corrupted even the best among ourselves. And s&
we evolved a policy of non-violent action that should destroy"
the system. Ten years' experience has shown that the policy <af
non-violence and truth though followed half-heartedly
answered phenomenally well, and that we are very near
fearbcnir. The record of Sir Ernest Hotson, however bad: it
3ae, igr wholly irrelevant and can in no way extenuate, much